
St Mary’s Bellringers:      Annual Report 2012   
 
It has been another busy year for St Mary’s Bellringers.     As their new Tower Captain it has also been a 
learning curve for me but thanks to Andrew Howard-Smith, my predecessor, I took on a well organised band 
and a well maintained tower.    I am particularly grateful to everyone in the band who so willingly accepted 
some of the responsibilities while I was still very tied up with work commitments.   A year down the line this 
setup seems to be running smoothly.   I believe everyone has enjoyed helping in the different ways so I 
propose that we should continue along the same lines!    
 
We have 17 members who ring regularly.   Our service ringing from 9.20 on Sunday mornings is well attended 
normally with at least 8 or even 10 turning up each week.    Even when many were away in July on our 
Summer Trip there were enough to ring at that time.    We also rang for other services, including choral 
evensong, and were privileged to ring for three memorial services including that for Sir Frank White, a long 
term member of St Mary’s congregation.   Twelve of the weddings in 2012 asked for bells and we have been 
grateful for the help of other ringers in the area when we are short.   A number of our members are also 
involved with ringing in other churches and others help out when asked both for service and wedding ringing. 
 
There have been many opportunities to mark special occasions with our ringing during 2012 with the Diamond 
Jubilee, the Olympics and the Paralympics.   Importantly for the band, the year has marked first Quarter Peals 
for three of our learners, each rung for a royal celebration.    On Sunday 22nd April Michael de Freitas covered 
to Grandsire Doubles for a quarter peal rung to mark the 86th birthday of HM The Queen the previous day; on 
Tuesday 15th May Freya Fraser trebled to Grandsire and Plain Bob Mixed Doubles for a quarter peal on the day 
of the Visit of HM The Queen to Richmond-upon-Thames as part of her Jubilee tour and on Sunday 17th June 
Kristen Frederickson covered to Grandsire and Plain Bob Mixed Doubles for a quarter peal celebrating St 
Mary’s Jubilee Floral Festival and the visit by HRH The Duchess of Cornwall.    
 
Other special ringing included: 

• 23 April for St George’s Day 
• Sunday 3 June immediately prior to the start of the Jubilee River Pageant with 30 minutes of rounds 

and call changes with several of our juniors 
• Tuesday 5 June a peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples for the Diamond Jubilee  
• Friday 27 July more rounds and call changes at 8 am in the morning for ‘Allthebells’ on the first day of 

the Olympics.   A number of the congregation joined in outside the church with their handbells and 
bicycle bells! 

 
There were 45 quarter peals on the bells during the year.  We continue to attempt a quarter peal on Fridays 
before the evening practice and are grateful for the support from tower friends who travel quite some way to 
join us.    
 
We enjoyed a Saturday outing organised by Andrew in January to the Herts and Middlesex area.   In July we 
went back to Market Harborough for another very enjoyable Summer Trip where Mike had booked 33 
churches over the five days.   In late October, Eddie Hartley and his Fulham band generously included the 
Barnes ringers in an invitation to ring the newly installed Jubilee bells at St James, Garlickhythe.  Quite a 
number made the trip to the City where they were warmly welcomed by Dickon Love and enjoyed some varied 
ringing. 
 
The Saturday morning practice continues to be popular with our learners.  We thank those ringers from 
Richmond who regularly assist and strengthen the practice and always try to include some rings to challenge 
them too.    More recently we have started with a theory lesson in place of the simulator session before our 
open ringing to help them understand particular aspects of ringing hopefully to enable them move on towards 



trebling and method ringing.   For the time being we will concentrate on their progress rather than drive for 
further recruits.    
 
Members of the band have appreciated the training days offered by the Surrey Association and we were 
pleased to be able to use our bells for the training day in March based in Wimbledon.    
 
Our thanks go to Andrew and Eddie (Hartley) for ensuring the bells are maintained in good order.   It is now 
over 20 years since the bells were rehung after the fire and some have suggested that they are not as easy to 
ring as when the installation was new.  In particular, many of us are aware that some ringers have difficulty 
with the 5th.   Whitechapel have suggested that new bearings could be fitted to one bell for comparison 
purposes and we hope to have this carried out in the next few months. 
 
The handbell ringers (some of the tower ringers plus Eliana, Jo, JulieAnn and Judy) were busy again before 
Christmas for the late night shopping evening and then for ringing and singing carols with clergy and some 
members of the choir at three of the care homes in Barnes.   The handbells are currently being refurbished by 
Whitechapel to bring them back up to a good standard.    
 
Funds were raised at three events during the year:  at the tower opening on the day of Barnes Fair (£145 from 
entries plus £18 from teddy-bear parachuting for St Mary’s); by running the Coffee Shop in October (£165 for 
the Surrey Association Bell Restoration Fund) and from the handbell ringing in Barnes High Street in December 
(£95 for Spinal Research). 
 
Many of our activities are now recorded on the St Mary’s blog ‘Sally Forth’ available via our ringers’ pages on 
the church website.  We thank Kristen for setting this up and also our juniors who busily help with reports on 
our outings. 
 
I am grateful for the continued enthusiasm of the Barnes ringers and also for the support from our Rector, 
Richard Sewell, throughout the year. 
 
Trisha Hawkins 
February 2013 
 
 
Members of St Mary’s Bellringers in 2012: 
 
Trisha Hartley 
Charles Turnbull 
Jill Wigney 
Kristen Frederickson 
Andrew Howard-Smith 
Eddie Hartley 
Eddie Heath 

Giles Dimock 
Mike Wigney 
Monica Trow 
Katharine Malvern 
Michael de Freitas 
Richard Worrall 
Freya Fraser 

Camille Rouault 
India Parker 
Georgie Stein-Hemmings 
Christine Northeast 
Michael Murison 
Colin Yandle (Hon Member)

 


